Weir River Estuary Park Committee

Minutes February 4, 2004

Hull Town Hall

Present: Lloyd Emery, Scott Plympton, Judeth Van Hamm, Lawry Reid, Bill Sarni, Dick Avery, Jim Rodgers, Margo Clerkin, Nancy Kramer

Minutes from January meeting approved.

Habitat

· Jason Burtner will head up but not organize.  
· Benthic and _____________ survey of pond is needed.  $100,000 to design culvert--$50,000 from Hull, $25,000 from Cohasset and $25,000 from Hingham—to be used to design FY 05.  Dick Avery wondered if utilities should be moved to another entrance to Hull.  Five Star Restoration grant application must be in by March 1—survey of existing conditions, vertebrate survey, benthic organisms, which is what additional money is needed for.

· Judeth Van Hamm asked Andy Walsh to flesh out an action plan for the Habitat Sub-Committee.  He oferred to help out with habitat assessment.

Recreation
· Showed various format models for the brochure.

· Scott Plymption gave an update on the brochure, highlighting points of interest rather than access points.

· $2500 from ACEC Stewardship grant is available for graphic design and printing.

· For the brochure, be sure to get a copy of the computer file for the brochure so that changes can be made for the future. 
· Ask Declan DePaor for accurate description of the fault. 

Education

· Richard Norton and Dick Avery will work on a Quest.

· Estuary Center management?

Organization

· Discussed whether to meet quarterly or monthly.  Consensus of group is to continue to hold meetings every month.

· Margo Clerkin suggested anyone who can’t attend prepare a written updaye/status report to give to Judeth Van Hamm.

· Judeth would like each sub-committee to prepare an action plan with action items identified and name of person responsible.

· Judeth will e-mail habitat framework to Nancy Kramer (short term/long term action plan).

Land 

· Dick Avery—update on Winsor property.  Will give fee title development rights to Wildlands Trust.

· Met with the Trust for Public Lands.  TPL agreed to work on Gateway West, Harrington, and Gosnold and Hingham properties.

· Lofchie property is of interest to provide access to Straits Pond Island.

· Sources of funds: Self Help grants up to $250,000.  Hull eligible for 60% match.  Sheeham Family Foundation is a possible source.  Boston Foundation has $5000 grant for land acquisition with early fall application deadline.

· Boston Foundation grant could be put toward Gosnold property.

· Make sure TPL knows WREP needs something soon on Gateway West.

· Community Preservation Act—Put an article on this year’s warrant.  Go before the Selectmen, Historic Commissions, Housing, and Advisory Committee
Submitted by Sarah White
